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Home Energy Saving Scheme and the National Insulation Programme.

1. €200 Grant available for Buildings Energy Rating. (BER).
2. Grants:  €1,550 - €5,150 available in 2009.
3. Homeowners: Now is the time to upgrade insulation.
4. Landlords: Faster lettings with improved BER Cert.
5. Tenants: You are entitled to a BER Cert when renting.
Building Energy Rating ( BER )

· A BER carried out prior to works can provide useful advice to a homeowner on the upgrade measures he or she needs to take to improve the home’s energy efficiency. A BER conducted after the measures are finished can establish the impact of the works and give the homeowner comfort regarding their investment.

· To avail of the BER grant of €200, a homeowner must have a BER assessment conducted before and after works. Anybody wishing to secure the services of a registered BER assessor can find details at www.sei.ie/ber.
Frank Kelly, M. Sc.
Sustainable Energy Ireland Approved and Registered.

I will carry out a BER before and after upgrading your house.

Assistance with Grant Approval.
FREE ADVISORY REPORT

Call now for BER quote.
Tel: 091-579020 or 087-8167527

Email: sustainableenergy@eircom.net
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Home Energy Saving Scheme and the National Insulation Programme.

Application process:
· It is expected that the scheme will open for homeowner applications in March 2009. Applications can be made through SEI online at www.sei.ie/hes or by post on forms available by ringing 1850 927 000. 

· SEI is now accepting expressions of interest in participating in the scheme. 

· After registering with SEI, homeowners can immediately arrange for a BER assessment to be carried out without waiting for grant approval. However, the grant for the BER will only be payable after upgrade measures and follow up BER are completed. Applicants must complete the formal application form and await written grant approval before having upgrade measures carried out. 

Eligibility:

· The scheme is open to all houses built prior to 2006. Houses built from 2006 onwards should be built to the Building Regulations 2002 standard, which specifies high quality insulation and heating controls.

Eligible measures:
Measure
Grant rate
Typical net BER improvement
Typical payback (years)

Roof Insulation
€250
10-20%
3-6

Cavity Wall Insulation
€400
15-20%
4-5

Internal Wall Insulation
€2,500
25-30%
7-10

External Wall Insulation
€4,000
25-30%
15-20

High efficiency boiler plus heating control upgrade
€700
25-30%
4-5

Heating control upgrade only
€500
15 -25%
4-5

Building Energy Rating
€200



Minimum investment:
· Householders must avail of measures (excluding BER) involving a minimum grant payment of €500. 

Heating controls and boilers
· To avail of the €500 grant for heating controls, a homeowner must install a range of time, temperature and zone controls on their heating system and electric immersion water cylinder. 

· Anybody replacing an existing oil or gas boiler must install a condensing boiler with a minimum seasonal efficiency of 86%. A grant of €200 for higher efficiency boilers is available. 

Wall insulation options
· To insulate the walls of their home, owners may have a choice of cavity wall, internal or external insulation. Homeowners should seek professional advice on which option is most suitable for their home. Where a house has a suitable cavity, then cavity wall insulation is the most economical investment.
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